September 25, 2004

Class Notes: GX-60 GPS

Many General Aviation pilots really don't use much more then the DIRECT function of their GPS.  Here are some notes to help both pilots and observers understand the GX series GPS units that you'll now find in many of our aircraft.

The buttons:

MAP = Situational Awareness
NAV = Navigational Tasks
SEL = Change or Edit something
ENTER = Confirm a selection
Smart Keys = Context Sensitive
Big Knob = Change Fields or Screens
Small Knob = Edit Selection

If you get lost, go back to what you’re familiar with…Press MAP twice, and you’ll be back to the default map page.  Any time you something blinking, and you’re happy with it, then press ENTER.

To get to the Search & Rescue functions, from the default Map page…

Turn the BIG KNOB once click counter-clockwise, and change the Route Line to YES. Hit ENTER.  Then use the SMALL KNOB, one click counter-clockwise to go to a subpage, where you can then change SAR Map to On. Also select the type of grid: 

US = Use Pre-numbered CAP SAR Grids
Basic = Start with any Lat/Long

Turn SMALL KNOB 1 click right and makes sure your SAR Position is correct.

READY TO FLY!

Tips for setting up Flight Plans…

Always input your point of departure as your first waypoint.
Parallel Line Search is Apollo GX speak for GRID Search
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